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WANNEROO ROAD, ROMEO ROAD AND KAROBORUP ROAD — INTERSECTION 

Grievance 

MS S.E. WINTON (Wanneroo) [9.58 am]: Before I begin my grievance, may I say that it is really lovely to see 
you back in the chamber, member for Girrawheen. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Thank you. 

Ms S.E. WINTON: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. I thank her for allowing me to bring this 
grievance to her. It relates to a dangerous intersection on Wanneroo Road in my electorate. Wanneroo Road is the 
spine that runs through my electorate from the southern suburbs of Pearsall and Hocking to Carabooda and 
Nowergup in the north. Wanneroo Road, as we all know, is a significant regional road that carries through-traffic 
coming from the north and south of the state and a significant number of trucks and commercial vehicles. The 
amount of traffic on Wanneroo Road has increased with the expansion of urban areas in the north and the 
development of Alkimos. There is also the local traffic of my constituents who live in Nowergup and Carabooda. 
Increasing growth in the area is putting pressure on Wanneroo Road and, in particular, on an intersection that has 
been dangerous for many, many years and is becoming increasingly so. The particular stretch of road I refer to is 
where Wanneroo Road intersects with Romeo Road and Karoborup Road in Nowergup. It is dangerous because 
the road in that section is a single lane road. Wanneroo Road to the north and south has dual lanes, but at this 
intersection, where people are trying to get off Wanneroo Road and onto Karoborup Road, it is a busy single-lane 
road. There is no safe way to exit Wanneroo Road at that point because there are no turning lanes or hard shoulders 
to allow the traffic behind the cars waiting to turn to pass them. The speed limit at that point is 90 kilometres per 
hour, so residents or other drivers who might want to turn in to the service station there or Karoborup Road are 
sitting ducks in the middle of the road while they are waiting to turn. 

There have been a number of accidents and fatalities at this site over the years. I briefly highlight one in particular, 
back in 2015, that was really horrific. A woman was travelling north along Wanneroo Road, wanting to enter 
Karoborup Road. A truck carrying bricks behind her collided with her and she tragically died at the scene. It was 
a horrific accident, but it was not a surprise to the local residents, who have experienced or have known of 
accidents at that site over many years. There have been crashes, near-misses and fatalities. 

I draw to the minister’s attention that in 2015 the then member for Wanneroo said in a media statement that he had 
spoken with the office of the then Minister for Transport, Dean Nalder, since that crash to encourage work within 
the next year. I am sad to say that no works have ever been undertaken at that site, despite the fact that there have 
been fatalities and that it has long been identified as an area that needs urgent action. 

What the previous government did about that intersection—nothing—is in stark contrast with what the current 
Minister for Transport has, since coming to government, invested in the northern suburbs. I acknowledge the provision 
of significant infrastructure to the northern corridor, particularly Wanneroo, and the delivery of two overpasses, 
which will ease congestion. They are very, very welcome in my area. I also highlight an infrastructure project that 
is nearing completion; namely, the dualling of Wanneroo Road between Joondalup Drive and Flynn Drive. That 
formerly was also a very, very dangerous single-lane stretch of Wanneroo Road and has now been fixed, thanks 
to the McGowan government’s commitment to Wanneroo. 

Residents in my electorate are particularly excited about the McGowan government’s recent commitment to 
extending Mitchell Freeway to Romeo Road. My residents welcome that because it connects rural areas to the 
urban area. That is important because people in Carabooda and Nowergup want to get to the train line and the 
freeway extension in the west, and they want to get to the schools and shops in Alkimos and Butler. It will also 
provide an important emergency out for the urban area, because at the moment the only way people in that corridor 
can get onto Wanneroo Road is through Hester Avenue or Pipidinny Road. The connection of Romeo Road to that 
region is very welcome. 

My grievance to the minister today is to ask for reassurance that the freeway extension to Romeo Road will provide 
an opportunity to address the issues I have raised about the unsafe intersection of Romeo Road and Karoborup Road. 
I notice that as part of the minister’s announcement there was a commitment to upgrading Wanneroo Road to dual 
carriageway between Romeo Road and Trian Road. I think that will be fantastic for addressing the issues I have 
talked about with regard to people sitting in the middle of Wanneroo Road in a single lane, unable to gain safe 
passage off Wanneroo Road. 

The danger is real and I would like to highlight to the minister that there have been two more crashes since the 
McGowan government announced in early March the extension of the freeway to Romeo Road. One of them, 
tragically, was a fatality. My grievance is on behalf of the residents who live in that area and who need safe passage 
off Wanneroo Road into Carabooda and Nowergup. The grievance is for not only my local residents but all people 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 11 April 2019] 

 p2564a-2565a 
Ms Sabine Winton; Ms Rita Saffioti 

 [2] 

in the northern suburbs who use Wanneroo Road on a daily basis and need that intersection to become safer. I thank 
the minister for taking my grievance. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [10.05 am]: I thank the member for Wanneroo for 
her contribution today and for her positive advocacy for the people of Wanneroo. Unlike the member before her, 
she plays a proactive, constructive role in supporting her community. She does not try to divide but tries to 
represent their views fairly and get great outcomes. Because of her advocacy, we have been able to address many 
of the local road issues. Many of our infrastructure works have arisen because the member for Wanneroo is at the 
table, supporting her community, presenting options for us, and working as part of a state government delivering 
significant improvements to infrastructure through the region. 
Before the last election I said that Wanneroo and other outer suburbs of Perth had been very much ignored by the 
previous government. Projects that should have been funded and delivered were not. We saw significant growth 
in the population of the outer suburbs, but not the infrastructure to match it. As a result, since winning the last 
election we have invested in the duplication of Wanneroo Road between Joondalup Drive and Flynn Drive, and 
construction on the two Wanneroo Road overpasses is about to commence. There is a lot of work happening 
including other, smaller, contributions in the electorate of Wanneroo. Further across the northern suburbs, there is 
also the extension of the rail line to Yanchep and the dual carriageway of Marmion Avenue. There is a lot of 
infrastructure in that area. Further north, member for Moore, there is of course investment in Indian Ocean Drive. 
We looked at the whole corridor and invested significant amounts of money. One of the projects we have been able 
to secure funding from and work with the federal government on is the further extension of Mitchell Freeway to 
Romeo Road. This is a project we lobbied hard for. We worked hard to secure funding for it and we have announced 
that it will go ahead under a McGowan Labor government. I know that as soon as the other part was finished, the 
member for Wanneroo was at the door, asking when the next part would happen, and we are now able to do that. 
The freeway extension includes a number of projects, including the extension of Mitchell Freeway from Hester Avenue 
to Romeo Road of approximately 5.6 kilometres, with two traffic lanes in each direction and allowance for future 
widening. There will also be new interchanges at Lukin Drive and Romeo Road; a rail tunnel under the freeway 
northbound lanes for the Butler train line; a principal shared path on the west side; and the construction of Romeo Road 
from Marmion Avenue to Wanneroo Road. Now, as part of our development of the rail line, we will see hundreds 
of millions of dollars of infrastructure investment in that corridor including, of course, the extension of the freeway. 
As a result, we are able to deliver a very coordinated, integrated plan for that part of the northern suburbs. The 
other key point is the duplication of 1.8 kilometres of Wanneroo Road from Romeo Road to Trian Road. 
The member raised the issue of safety concerns at a particular intersection, the Romeo Road–Karoborup Road 
intersection. Of course, back in 2015 the then member for Wanneroo said that it was in urgent need of upgrading. 
Ms S.E. Winton: We had a chat. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: He had a chat about something? As part of our project, we will see improved safety at that 
intersection. We are continuing with the modelling for that intersection and concept designs are being prepared. 
Wanneroo Road will be dualled through this section. We believe that the intersection will be safer as a result, but we 
will continue to carry out further modelling on other improvements we can make to that intersection to increase safety. 
We are seeing enormous volumes of traffic heading north. As local tourism continues to increase and people head 
north on holiday, given the increasing popularity of the coastline in that area, and as the northern suburbs grow 
with continued development of the suburbs up to Yanchep, we are seeing more usage of and increased pressure 
on Wanneroo Road. We are very excited about this project. We are really keen to progress this build and also 
ensure that we continue to upgrade Wanneroo Road, which continues to have traffic issues and an increased 
volume of traffic, and we improve the east–west intersections. Given our commitment to develop job opportunities 
in the northern suburbs, we also have to ensure that we facilitate not only commuter traffic, but also freight traffic 
servicing the east–west corridors and also the north–south. 
I thank the member for her grievance. It is timely because we are now in the process of planning these projects. 
We are looking at this intersection in particular to ensure that we realise the outcome of our plans to improve road 
safety for people who travel in a north–south direction on Wanneroo Road, whether they be commuters or holiday 
or freight traffic, and we improve safety in the entire area. I take the member’s views on board. When we were 
announcing our plans, the member’s key issue was that we needed to improve safety on Wanneroo Road. 
I remember that it was a stinking hot day when the McGowan government announced its funding. The member 
was there. Straight after the media conference, she went to look at the intersection to see what could be done to 
improve the safety of Wanneroo Road. I thank the member for her grievance. 
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